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To the Right Honourable 


Thomas Aleyn Lord Major of the 
City of Londin, the Court of 


Aldermen and Common-Counel. 


—_ Honourable , 

Hen I was by you called to 
bear a part in that ſeaſon= 
able and neceſſary ſervice of 
your late ſolema Humiliati- 
on! conſidered the ſad condition wheres 
unto theſe Nations were reduced, the m- 

ny and great provocations which we have 
been guilty of , the miſerable commoti- 
ons and earthquakes, which have not 

A2 one- 


£ 
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| onely ſhaken , but even diſjulved our 
| foundations , and made them all out of 
| courſe. I ſertouſly looked back on the 
| | dark and gloomy providences of Gol 
amongſt us, the untimely death of Princes, 
| the domdiating and diſSolving of Par- 
liaments, the frequent expirations and 
viciſſinudes of Governments, the horrid 
Apoſtafie, Atheiſme, Scepticiſme , Indif- 
ferenc Y, P rodigies of phrenetick and per- 
nicious Opinions, whereby multitudes 
have played the wantons with as glori- 
e485 alight of Orthod)x Religion, as any 
Nation under heaven enjoyed : the de- 
faming of Miniftry, decrying of Ordinan- 
ces, incroaching of many Romiſh doGrines 
piles a diſeuize, and other like di iftem- 
pers , whereby we are become an hiſſs ng 
and aſtoniſhment to the Nations round a- 
bout us, In a word, It ſeemed unto me, 
That the Scene of the ten Tribes -was 
tranſlated ;nto theſe Nations,and that we 
were making baft to be a Jexreel, a Lo-- 
; Ru- 
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did. 
And therefore , though my bobs 


tual diſpoſution uſually lead me to Ar- | 


guments, which have more of mild- 
neſſe and gentleneſſe in them, as remem- 


bring the counſel of the Apoſtle, to in- 


ſtruct-in meeknefle thoſe that oppole 
themſelyes: yet I thought it a duty, 
little leſſe then abſolutely neceſiary , in 


| ſuch a day of trouble and rebuke, to 
ſet the Trumpet unto my mouth , and 
| to. repreſent unto you, the doleful con- 


dition of a Deſerted people , and with: | 


q 


| Ruhamab,end a Lo-Ammi, , as they once | 


all the ſad a feares (whereunto 


the Symptomes of theſe ſick and fin- | 
full ; Nations did lead me ) | leaſt 
the Lord 'were | now departing ' from | 
ſuch a People, who after an hun- 


dred. years pſſeſſeon of the Goſpel , did 


ſtill jo wantonly abuſe it, and walk 


ſo unworthy of it, 
Tet if any man ſhall ſay unto me; 
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| will ftill own us, and continue his pre- 


that it ſball not be ſo, that the Lord 


ence with us: IT ſhall anſwer as 
once the Prophet Jeremy did, A- 
men, The Lord do fo, ihe Lord for- 


{ bid that I ſhould deſire the wotull 
Day, or with Jonah be diſþleaſed 


with the patience and goodneſs of 
God. Farre may this Sermon be from 
a Prophecy or prediction, let it be one- 
ly an Inſti uction, and a warning un- 
to u5. But certainly the maturity of 


| our ſinnes, and the face of our difiem- 


pers do ſo farre threaten. us, as that 
we ought thereby to be awakened to 
cry mightily unto God, and to hold him 
faft, leaſt be be weary of repenting, 
and after ſo many deſpiſed mercies , 


| take at laſt the plumb line into bis 


hand, and refuſe againe to paſs by us 
more. 
If hereunto this weak ſervice of 


wine may be any way uſeful _ to 
ity 


_— 


"_ von ns 
City or Countrey, to Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, or people, T ſhall bawe abun- Bo 

dant cauſe to bleſſe the Lord, to whoſe 
gracious preſence and protefion, in 
theſe dangerons times, I tefere in 
my daily prayers to commend theſe 
three Nations, aud this great City, 
and ſo to be 


: From my Study , | 
Decemb.1o, 1659, 
| 
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Your moſt humble and 
faithful ſervant in the work 


of the Lord, 


| EDW. REYNOLDS. | 
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Tea, woe alſo to them when I depart 
from them, 


E finde in the Law of Moſes 
that. in ſeveral caſes the Prieſts 
of the Lord were to ſound the. 
Trumpets unto the people to 

aww ſummon.and awaken them un- 
to the ſpecial duties which God called for, 

Numb. 10. 1---10, And in like - manner the 

Lord commandeth his Prophets to lift up 

their voice like a Trumpet, and to ſet the 

Trumpet unto their mouth, Ifa.58.1. He. 
8. 1. One end of blowing the Trumpet: was 

to give warning to the people of any ap- 

proaching danger , that they might timely 
| B prevent 


— > Dem. 


Ifa. 9. 5. 


._Nahum. 3.2,3. | 
| 
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prevent and eſcape it, Foe! 2.1. Blow ye 
the Trumpet in Lion , and ſound an alarme in 
mine holy mountaine : let all the Inhabitants of 
the Land tremble : for the day of the Lord com- 
eth , for it is nigh at hand. This isone ſpec- 
cial duty of the ſpiritual Watchmen , Jerem. 
6. 17. 1 ſet Watchmen over you, ſaying, hearken 
to the ſound of the Trumpet. Sonne of man, ſaith 
the Lord to the Prophet, I have ſet thee a 
Watchman to the Houſe of 1irael , therefore thou 
ſhalt heare the word at my mouth, and warn them 
from me. Sec Ezek. 33. 2---9. as Eliſha 
gave the King of 1/7 ael warning of the King 
of Syiahs counſels againft him, 3 Reg. 6, 9. 
This charge Fehoſhaphat gave unto the Pricſts 
and Levites , that «290 thuuld warze the peo- 
ple rot to trarſqreſſe, leaſt wrath come up- 
on them and rheir brethren, 2 Chyez. 
I9. 10, 

When ruine was hanging over N#zevteh, 
Jonah is commanded to cry againſt it, Fonah 
1.2, Crying {innes call for crying preach- 
ers; an4 when He fleprt in that terrible 
tempeſt which was upon the ſhip, the Ma- 
ſter of the ſhip awakened him , what atleſt 
thou O ſleeper? ariſe and call upon thy God, Jon. 1. 
6. We have had amongſt us the confuſed noiſe 
of the La'tel of the Warreer , and garments rolled 
2 blood , the noife of the ratling of the wheeles, 
ard of the prancing of the horſes, and of the 


jumping 
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have awakened: 'us te returtie, and - to fcek 
, the Lord, For ccrtainly it is through the 
Lords wrath, that the people of a Land are as 
the fuel of fire, mo man ſparing his brother: 
Burt his anger is Hot turned-away:, his hand 


— 


more dreadful noiſe then that of the VVarz 


tures, Ezek. 1: 24. tht glory of the Lotd' iti 
his Church frm. ty dope from''ns, ay 
he did from his people Judah , Exck. v. 3. 


riar , the tiviſe of the wings of the Hutny Creu- | 


—_— of the Chartots , of the bright ſword z 
and che glittering Sprares And: this ſhould | 


is ſtretched out ſtill, And it our cares were | 
well awakened , I feare we ſhould heare a | 


| 


| wakencd eo cry mightily unto ' God ,* ant . 
hotd him - faſt, and notlec himigo, to repet! 
. and d60u# firft works ,; leaſt he'conſe quick! 
and remove ouf Candleſtick vht of his _ 
as Ie threatned to do niito the Chats 


b 


109.18, 19; 11; 22,23, I have therefore | 
made choife of theſe words of this Trumpet- | 
founding Propher Hoſea, thar 'we may be a: | 


| of 'Epheſi«, Rev.2:4,5» "T5 T TS 7 
In this Chepter we have an enmetarion 
of ſeveral fs of that people, and feveral | 
jadgemens denounced -#gamftthe ſame. The 
finnes/ate, © 2. JAM going fron! God, 
 aſcribing their plenty to'thetr ftperfiteton., 


——— 


 Vep.1,; 16,15, 2.Eftert4ining ahd. teheving | 


falſe prophets , ver. 7, $8. 3. Profundity o 
OM ? Ba 


Iſa. 9g. 19. 


/ 


The Miſery of 
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wed 


' 194V.,9;, 4+ Carral, confidence and ſecurity, 
| V. h,13.' 5. Wickedefſe of Prophets who 


Teo IO, 
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deſperate wickedncſs , as that of Giteah , Judg. 


(ſhould teach others, V.;7, 8. of; Prixces who 
ſhould puniſh others, v., 15. and of the 
People , vcr. 17,1 and all theſe finnes ag- 
gravatcd by Gods ancient Love unto them, 


# 


3 6 Th 3H: -:; : EFFOTS 7 F465 1 Sh 
- The pariſbmerts. denounced, v.9. and now 
preſently impending , v.7. 1. Suarcity of 
corue.and wine ,, which they promited them- 
ſclves'by theix Idolatry; w. 1, 2; 2. Expul- 
ſion {xom the Lords Land, into the : Land of, 
Encmies and Idols, which they loved more 
then the Lord, v. 3. 3, Eating polluted and 
ruterdified meats, as they had polluted the 
Land » Ve Zo + Ceaſing of Sacrtfices 5 and-im- 
Murity. of them , diſpkcafing to. God as the 
read. of mourncrs, which was: not to come 
into Gods houſe , v.4. . 5. No celcbrity or. 
fulemue, Feſtzcals 5 v.s; 6. Horrid Uagtation, 
zhr, geath, burial in Egypt G'c. 4.6. as 
chap. 10.8. Iſs. 34. 1t--I5.. 7. Slaying of 
chrlgrenutrom the conception tothe birth; from 
the birch tO yourh,,, Edycatcd tor murther.. 
epSz Vail, 12, 12.14, (16. ;; 8., Gods depar- 
ture fromthe, hating-them; lowing them my | 
mare ; driving 'tham. from his houſe and pre-. 
ſence, caſting them. away, verſe 12, 15; 
I7., alot, Z "Tag Sh © 
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deſerted People. 


With all which there is a duuble pro- 


lepſis or prevention of an objection, 1, T acy. 


were at this time joyow, and in grcat Pro- 
ſperity under Jerodoam who flouriihced 


more then any of the Kings of 1ſrael. This 


vaine ſ{ccurity he removerh by aſſuring them 


that the daycs of wiftation and recompente nere 


come, vEr.1,7. 2, They were ftrong like Tyr, 
and their place was fecnred by the Impre g 
nablencfſe of ic. Bur this ſhould not prc - 
vent the judgement , the murtherer ſhould 
finde out their ciuldren, the beloved truic of 
their womb, t.1-3,16. 


| The words cf the Text containe the ſo- | 


reſt of all theſe judgements, God may 
love and adopt a people, own them tor his, 
vouchſate his preſence to them , be a Sarftu- 


ary for them, in « Wwilderieſſe, in Batylon, 


when he feeds them with bread of afflicti- 
on, and - water of affliction, Dewt. 8. 15,16, 
Exod. 33. 14. Ezek. 11.16, Iſa. 30.20,21, 


But this is the uttermoſt miſcry.. which a. 


people can be expoſed unto, to have the 
Lord hate tem, loue rhem 0 more, drive and 
ca them out, and. depart from them ; a 
comprehenſive judgement, a-doletul Epipho- 


| xema , thouzh they have famine and-banith-. 


m-nt,andcſola:ion, no facritices, no feſtivals, 
no children, yet the woe never comes ril] God 
ca!t themaway,and depart from trhem,Yea,woe 


— 


alſo. 
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| alſo to them when I depart from them; Or 
when 1 remove my Glory or Divine Majeſty | 
from them by the which I have dwelc a- 
monglt them, or becn necre unto them, So 
| the Chaldee reads it. 

Thc ſeuenty and Theoſion render ir, my fleſh 
is from them; which the Greck Exyolitors 
underſtand as a mitigation of the woe, though 
their own children ould be cur off, yet he 
would be borne in the fleth of them 3 and Pe- 
Gilats, fe | tris Galatins chargeth the Jews with a falſe 
"+ 7.1.3, | punctation of this word Beſur; for Beſari , out 
of an hatred of the great myſtcry of the In- 

carnation. But learned Imerpreters do ge- 

| zerally rejeft this Verſion , and render it v4 
eltam ipſis in recedendo me ab ets, or cum re- 
cefſero ah eis; which the ſenſe of the context 
evidently requires , by comparing it with , | 
V. 15,17. tor though the middle lerter be 
Shiz tor Samech, yet that mutation is very 
frequent, for Letters of the ſame ſound ard Or- 
24 to be pur one for another ; as learned ' 
men heve iobſeryed. ; 
The words then atea predidion and denutt- 
clation of Gods departure from his people 
for their ſins. Wherein are viſible rheſe two 
parts. 1. The 7adpement threatued , Gods 
departure from them. 2, The miſery con- 
ſequem thereapon, Ye woe ”m uhto them | 
| 


| when I depart from them. Ir is a miſfe- 
| rable | 


—_ 
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deſerted People. 
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. dwelling places $# Tabernacles and delights , 


rable thing for mens children to flee away 
and depart from them, or after they arc 
brought up to þe preſerved for the murther- 
er : Bur if God continue his preſence, all 
other comforts are comprized 1n that. Fob 
could bleſle God when all was gone , be- 
cauſe the Lord had not forſaken him, Joh 
I. 21. and the Apoſile, All men forſock me, 
but the Lord ſiood with me , and ſtrengthned 
me, 2 Tim. 4+ 16,17. But whencorne and 
wine, ſacrifices ard oblations, countrey and 


Children and the buloved fruit of the womb, 
the Glory of that people, are all gone, then 
for God to go after them, and depart too, 
and to withdraw his Majcſty and prefence 
from them, to hate them, to love them no 
more, to caft them our of his ſight, this is a | 
cumulated Woe , etiam it, a Woe that doth | 
conſummate all rhe other woes, that leavcth | 


no room for another , or a greater, Te Aiſo | 


woe unto them, whcn I depart from | 
them. 
Here then that we may rightly underſtand | 
both whar it is for God to depart from a peo- | 
ple, and how great a woe and judgement it ' 
is, Ir will be neceſſary to enquire what it 7s | 


| for God to be preſent with a pcople , and how | 


great a mercy thar is ; for contraries do notably | 
open and i!luſt:are one another, 


7 
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Gods preſence 
with his 


Church, 


DO __ — 
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There is a twofold preſezce of God , the 
one Gexeral by the imme;ſicy of tits nature 
as he filleth all places, Plal. 139. 7---12. 
The other ſpecial , gracious, comtortable as 
he 'is in his Church. This preſence of his 
hath been various, according to the different 
ages and ſtates of rhe Church. 

1. Typical in ſhadows and repreſentati- 
ons. The Arkan Embleme of Gods pre- 
ſence, who is ſaid ro dwell berween the 
Cherub'ms, Pſalme 80. 1, thcre he promi- 
{cd to meet with them , Exod. 29.43, 45. 
It is called his dwelling place , Plalme 
76.2, his place, his preſence, 1 Chrop. 
I6.27. 

2. Energetical , in powerful and mighty 
operations , the buſh burning and not conſu- 
ming, the opening of the red ſea,the thunders 
and lightnings on Stnar, the mighty works 
between Egypt and Canaan were all cviden- 
ces of Gods preſence with 1ſrae! , Plalme 
68.73. 

3. Bodily , manifeſted 12 the fleſh by the 
incarnation of the Sonne who was the mayve 
of the inviſible God, Col. 1. 15.' 1 Tim. 


EP. 5 


4. Spiritual , by ſending forth the Holy 
Sprrit atter the Alccnſion of Chriſt , as ano- 
ther Comforter upon the Church , Foha 14. 


18, Ig. 
And 


deſerted People, 


And thus he is prcſent with his Church 
by ſpiritual 0rd:zarces, and by ſpiritual opera- 
11045. 1, By ſpiritual Ordizarnces,tn which God 
is ſaid to be, 1 (or.14.25. and Chriſt to preach, 
| Eph. 2.17. and to be cvidently fer forth , 
Gal. 3.1. tobe with his Meſſengers to the 
cnd of the world, Mat.28.20. 

2. By ſpiricual operations,which are of three 

Providence, 
ſorts, Viz. works of 5 Grace. s 
UComfore, 

I. In works of providence, by his power,au- 
thoricy and wiſcdome , ordering and redu- 
cing all the contingencies, commotions, and 
cvents of the world to the good of his 
Church, and ſubverſion of the Kingdome of 
darknefle, 1ſa.59.19. Zach.4.6. : 

2. In works of Grace , whereby Chriſt 
dyells in believers , 1111ghtning their mindes, 
bending their wills , ſubduing their Jults, 
erecting a tribunal and judgement feat 
in their hearts, giving acceſſc unto, and com- 
munton with the Father and the Son, Gal. 
2.20, Epheſ.3.17, for the work of the Spi- 
rit is to bring God and Chriſt untothe ſoul as 
his Temple , wherein be delighteth ro dwell, 
Ha $7; 15. : 

3. In works of Peace and Comfort, in 
which reſpe& he is called the Comforter, 


Fohn 14.16, 16.7, and the Reports which 
C he 


Acit ſpiritus 
Det e&x per bongs 
FF malos per 
ſcientes & neſ- 
cientes quod a- 
gendum agvit 
& ſtatuit, Ale, 
Qu. Evang. l.7. 
q- 49. 
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PR 


he makes of God and Chriſts to the ſoul , are 
called the Comforts of the holy Ghoſt , AF. 
9x. 

Now the Spirit doth bring the conſolations 
of God to the ſoul of a beleever, as a w:t- 
neſs, A Seale, An Earneſt, A Seed. 

1 As a 'itzeſſe, He teſtifieth our Adopti- 
on, and the truth of the promiſes , cauling 
the heart to acknowledge Gods fidelity in 
them, Rom. 8.16. 1]oþ.5.6,8. 

2. As a Seale, he ratifies our title and 


. Gods grant to thoſe promiſes fo. atteſted , 


Eph. 4.30. God by his Spirit ſealeth and 
marketh his own children for himſelf, fa. 
43.21, Ezek., 9. 4. and fo ſecurcth their 
heares that he is theirs, 1 Foh.4.13. 

3. Asan Earzeft and pledge of thoſe glo- 


. rtous things the truth whereof he mitreſſech, 


and the property whercunto he ſea/eth to 
believers , giving livery and ſcizen, and in 
part poſſciſion per primitras glorie unto thum, 
Rom.8.23. Eph.1.14, 

4. As a Seed of God, or vita] root of grace 
and comfort, when through corruption grace 
may be abated, or comfort - overclouded, 
Pſal.97.11. 1 Fohln 2.9. In vile things 


OT O—— 


ſtandeth the preſence of God 11 1115 Church, 
The greatize(ſe of this mercy 'to bave the 


Lord thus graciouſly pr-{cnt with a pcople is 
more then the tongue of a_ man vr 


Angel O 
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able ro expreſſe, Theſe are ſome few 
of thoſe unſpeakable benefits which uſually 
come along with it. | 

1, Manitcſtation of himſelf, and of the ſe- 
crets of his love and counſcl to the Church, 
Fobnu 14 21. he ſhews unto a ſoul the ſal: a- 
110 of God , Plal. 50.23. comes and ſ»ps | 
with it, Rev. 3.20, brings it into the /ap- 
quetting houſe , Cart. 2.4. unto a feaſt of 
tarred things. The Ordinances make the 
Church a Eden, a Paradiſe, no tree of life , 
nor mcancs of ſalvation out of that gar- | 
den. 

2, Cohabitation and gracious converſe 
with the ſuules of men, h:ving his abode 
in them, Job 14. 23. Ir is arich mercy, 
as Galeacim (aid, to have bur one hours com- 
munion with God ; bur when he dwells in 
his Church, as /z ſerled place, 1 Reg. 8. 13. 
Pſal. 68. 16. and makes a foul or people 
his Temple , this 1s truly the glory of ſuch | 
a ſoul or people, 1 Sam.4.21, 


———— 
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| the Lord dwells he delights. He takerh 
FN RT 


3. Protection and defence, If God be with | 
us, who can be againſt us * If he be in the | 
midſt of us we thal) not be moved, Pſal.46.5. 
the Lord will cover his people all the day 


| 'ong \ the bcloved of the Lord (hall dwell | 


im in ſafety, Deut.33.12. 


by - 
4. Intimate delight and dearneſſe ; where 


plea- 
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pleaſure in thoſe that feare him, his deſire is 
towards them , Pal. 147.11. Prov. II, 20, 
Cart. 7. 10, | 

5. Supplies of grace, ſtrength, ability, and 
aſhitance unto duties ; Chritt comes not to 
naked walls, he beautifies the place of his a- 
bode, and makes it glorzow , Plalme 149. 4. 
Iſa.11.10. and makes us ſtrong inthe power 
of his might, Eph.6.10. 

6. Victory, he comes to the ſoul as Foſhua 


to Canaan to diſpoſſeſs the ancient Inhabitants, 
Zac. 14.21. Ezek. 28. 24. 


We have briefly confidering the Glory 
and honour of a people , who, have God thus 
with them as their God , owning them , 
comforting, bleſſing, defending, encamping 
about them ; for it is zearreſſe unto God, and 
the enjoyment of righreous Lawes and holy 
Ordinances, which makes a Natiow great and 
honourable, Deut.4.7,8. 11a.43,4,5. 

Let us now procced to conſider what it 
is for God to depart from a people, and 
| | how great a woe 1t bringeth along with | 

It, | / 

| | 1. We muſt emember, that the Catholick 
and univerſal Church is indeficient , though 
not in its own Nature ( for by the ſame 
reaſon that any particular Church may fail, 
all may) yet in. regard of the promiſes 
| which are made unto it , That the Gates of | 

Hell 
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Whar it is for 
God to deparr, 
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Hell (hall not prevatle againſt it, Matth, 
-[16, 18, Thar Chriſt . will be with it 
to the end of the world , Mat. 28. 20, Of 
the Kingdome of Chriſt there ſhall be zo 
End, Luke 1.33. Chriſt will alwayes have 
a pcople on the carth to ſerve him. His 
Throne ſhall be as the Sunze, and as a faith- 
'ful witnefſe in heaven , Pſalme 89. 36, 37. 
| Theſe are promiſes made to the univerſal 
. Church, and to all who ſhould throughout 
the world belicve in Chriſt, as Chryfoſtome , 


| Auſtize, Proſper, and others have expounded 


| them. 


2. We ſay that particular Churches [i 
defetFible, They may fall from God ; and 
God may depart from thein. He hath not 

ro any particular Church or Nation made an 
abſolute promiſe of abiding with them for 


, ever, No Church ever did challenge this Pri- 


 viledg but the Rymaxe Church, which yet the 
- Apoſtle warneth to take heed, leaſt God ſpare 
' zot them,as he ſpared not the natural branches, 


| but brakethemoff, Rom. 11.20, 21. This 


Truth we finde verified in the examples of 
the ten Tribes, who were at laſt Lu-amm: , 
' quite .unchurched and caſt off by God, Hof. 
| 1.9. and of the Jewith Church , the na- 
tural branches, from whom the Kingdome 
of God hath been taken, and wrath come 


| upon them to the uttermoſt , MHatth. 21.43. 
I The. 
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| 1 Thef. 3. 16. according as God threatned 


2 (Chron. 15.2 And in 
Churches of Aſia, from whom the Candle- 
ſtick is removed, and they ſwallowed up 
in the deluge of Mahumetaniſme, \- 

3. For opening this ſore judgement of 
Gods departing trom a people we may ob- 
ſerve, Thar the Scripture ſetterh torch 
Deſertion unto us three manner of wayes.In a 
way of propitiaton. In a way of prota- 
tion; And in a way of puriſhmezt, 

I. Ina way ot prop-tiatzon, So God the 
Father ferſuot Chriſt in its Agony and Paſſi- 
on, whcn his foule was made an offcring 
| for ſinne , not becauſe he ceifed to love 


lution of #4704, nor ſubſtraction of love or 


Viſion and comfort, wherei'y Chriſt was ro 
make an atronem--:1t forus, by bearing for 
us the weight anc ſenſe of Divine wrath , 
Mat.27.46, 1[a.53-4,5. 

2. Ina way of probatioz, when the Lord 
in ſome particu/ar caſe departs from a man 
to try him,and diſcover his own weaknefle unto 
him; for if God never fo little turne away 


\ his tace and ſupportance from us,and ſuſpend 


the operations of his Spiric upon us, we 
quickiy finde by ſad experience that of our 


ſclves 
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favour , but a with-drawing and hiding of 


if they torſook him, he would torſake them, * 
thoſe famous | 


{ 
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him, or' to delight in him. there was no fo- | 


} 


CUM 


ſelves we have no ſufficiency to think or do 
any thing that 15 good , 2 (or. 3. 5, thus the 
Lord left Hezekiah in that one particulzr of 
the Bat ylontan Ambaſladors , that he might 
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have tryal of his weakneflc , and learne to 
aſcribe all his other ſtanding to the grace 
of God, 2 Chr.32.31. Pſal.3Zo.7. | 

3. In a w. ay of puniſhment. When the | 
preſence of God having been undervalued, | 
and his Spirit grieved, and his grace turned | 
into wantonnefi, he doth in anger depart 
from thoſe who of ſuch affronts and in.lig- 
nitics upon him, and thus God forſakes us 
when we forſake him, 2 Chron. T4. #. an 
when we behave our fſclves ill 14 our 
doings, he will hide his face _ us, Micah 
OA Te is an hiding wrath,I{a. 57. 17. 59.2. 
64.7. for the Lord threatnerh darkneſle to 
darkn-ſſe ro thoſe that walk not in 
the Iight when. they have it , JTv-z 12. 


Ay 


* 
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This penal deſertion is cither pertonal, or 


| publick. Perfonal is when the Lord having 


| endurc: d with wc long- ſuf: 1h, T, tC DESVO- 
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cations of cyilmen. and finding SS Jracc 
ul abuſ{cd orb at lai ena; t trom them as 
he did irom Saul, 1 Sam. 16.14. and becauſe 


ev will zot Le pur ed, doth reſolve that 


5 — 


they (all nat be purged, bur {calcs ti) Cup 
nar tins loliul judgement, that he will 
[rile 
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[irive zo more with them , but let them alone 


to be filhy 5iill, Gen, 6, 3. Hol, 4. 17, Rey, | 
22, II, fo the Lord forſook F:d4as when he | 


withdrew his reſtraining gracc from him, and 
left him to go quickly about his wickedneſle, 
to do that now which he had betorc withheld 
from doing, Foh.13.27, And Balaam, when he 
letr him to runne after the wages of iniquity, 
in wrath as 1c were granting him to do,what 
he had forbidden him to do b:tore, Numb. 
22,12. 20. 35. When the ſoul of a wretched 
ſinner hath ſo long outtaced the light, and 
withſtood the wreſtlings of the Word , thar 
ar laſt ic contracteth a brawnineſs and ſenſe- 
leſneſſe of it, then the Lord frequently co- 
meth in with perall izduration , as the conſc- 
quent of voluntary and contrafled 1nduration, 
and as to any ſpiritual awakenings, and cx. 
citations wholly departeth from ſuch a ſoul, 
This is the ſoreſt judgement , next to hell ir 
ſelte. 
 P4llick deſertion , when the Lord forſa- 
keth a People , and withdraws his preſence 
from a whole Church or Countrcy ; as when 
he threatned to remove rhe Candleſtick from 
Epheſ« , Rev. 2.5. to ſtrive no more with 
the old world, Gen. 6.3. when he calls the 
ten Tribes Lo-Ammi , and will own them for 
his p<ople no longer, Hoſ.1.9. 
This is either partial, as when the RO 
Or- 
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forſook Shilo, but did not caſt off all the peo- 
ple, buc made that place ancxample ro warn 
Jeruſalem, Jcr.7. 12, 14. when hethreatned 
to {carter his people, he ſaid he would leave 
a few men, a tenth from the ſword, &Cc. 
Ezek.12.15,16. Iſa, 6.12, 13.Or total,as he is 
ſaid to have caſt off the whole ſeed of Ephraim , 
Jer 7. £0. 

Againe , it 1s either deſertion temporary , 
when the Lord doth returu with mercy to a 
people, and make them as though they had 
not becn caſt off ; maketh her who had been 
cermed forſaken and dulolate to be Hephzibah, 
and Berwlah, Iſa. 62. 4. Zach. 10.6. As in 
Qreen Maries dayes he ſeemed to forfake 
Ergland, and ina few years returned ro us 
ag1in: Or perpetual; as when he called the 
name $f the ten Tribes, Lo-Rubamah, re- 
ſolvins to take them away utterly, and 
to have mercy on them no more, Hoſea 
E, O- | 

Now that we may underſtand what this 
penal deſcrtion is, we mult note, Thar it is 
ot every publick afflition which the Lord 
brings upon a Nation or people. He had not 
forſaken Fudah when he had ſent them into 
bondage, Ezr4.9.9. The Lord was a Sanctu- 
ary unto them in Babylon, Ezek.11. 16. they 
may be in a wilderncſſe and have God with 
them, Exod. 33. 15. Paul was perſc- 
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cuted, but not forſaken, 2 Cor.4.9. 

Netther doth  cvery ſpiritual Fudgement of 
ignorance or corruption 1n worſhip amount 
ro a divine deſcrtion. The ten Tribes a 
long time after the Calves of Daz and Be- 
thel, had Prophets ſent unto them, and were 
not preſently called Lo-eAmmz,or torlaken by 
God. 

But the Lord is then ſaid to depart from 
a people, when he giveth them a Bll of dr- 
worce, and breaketh oft the conjugal Relation 
which he had with them, owns them nor 
as Members of bis Family, withdraws his 
preſence trom them, his Care of them , and 
thruſts them out of his houſe; It 15 a ſolemn re- 
nunciation and dimiſſ10n , reſolving to have no- 
thing more to do with them , Fer. 3. 8. Res 
tuas tibi hate, vredde meas,as Planius expreſieth 
the form amongſt the Romans, Collige Sarcinu- 
Lis dicit Litertw,& exit. Take that which is 
yours , leave that which 1s mine, and get you 
gone out of my family. 

It denoterh. 1, A ſubduction of Peace and 
comfort , withdrawing the cytdences of Gods 
favour froma people. Gods Church is pre- 
cious and honourable in his fight , 7/a. 43.4. 
but when he caſts off a people , and gives a 
Bill of Divorce, he removes from them the 
Covenant of his peace. A regected woinan 
bath little ſenſe of comfort from her husband 
when he turns her out of his doors. 2.4 
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2, Aſubduftion of his c772le preſence in his 
Ordinances , Which arc the Glory of a Nati- 
on. As whena man forbids aiy ſcrvant of 
his family to wait upon the woman whom 
he repudiats, So when the Ark of Gods 
preſcnce was t:kin. the Glory is ſaid to 
depart from Iſrael, 1 Sain. 4. 22. when the 
Lord ſaid to the Propl:er, Thou ſhalt nor 
be a Reprover to taem Ezek 3. 26. and to 
the Apoſtle, depart 1 wil! ſezd thee to the 
Gentiles, Afs 22,21. 13 46. Afts 28. 28, 
when a people ſee not their ſignes, have not 
a Prophet left, 7ſal.74,9. when the Glory 
of the Lord is upon the wing 4nd the wheele, 
in motion, Ezek, 10, 18. This is a dange- 
rous evidence that God is forſaking a 
people : for his Ordinances are his pre- 
{cnce. 

3. A ſubduQtiion of Gifts and graces, as 
God withdrew his Spirit from Saul, 1 Sam, 
16. 4. 28,15. when a Nation is darkned, 
the wiſdome of the wiſe , and undcritanding 
of the prudent 1s hid , ſa. 29. 14. Or the 
Lord in his fevere providence 1s pleaſed ro 
lay wiſe and prudent men alide , that their 
wiſdome ſhall not be believed or made ule 
of, this is a ſore degree of Divine deſertion. 


When men are left to deſpiſe the very cal- 


lings and perſons that are cminent for gitts, 


and cry down the comforts annexed unto 
D 2 thoſc 
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thoſe gifts, and the Seminaries where they 
uſually are acquired. Theſe are ſteps of 
Gods departings from a people. 

4, A ſubduction of detence and Proteron, 
when a Nation 1s ſmittcn, and there 1s x0 
healing, but God takes away his peace trom 
thu, Fer. 14.19. 16.5. and they in danger 
of bceiig given into the hands of Enemics , 
and arc as a ſpeckled lird, a gazing ſtock, 
and a Lyd:brium, to the birds that are round 
abuut thcm, Fer. 12.7,9. 


5. A judiciary Tradition , or leaving men 


to the vazityof their own mindes, and the 
lyſis of thetr own hearts, to a griddineſſe of 
ſpirit, and deluſiop of judgement, A fad 
ſtep this of divine dcſcrtion, when men are 
given up to walk in their owne counſels, 
Pſal. 81.12. and are captivated to ſtrong 
deluſions to believe lies, 2 Thef. 2. 11. we 
have ſecn what this judgement is for God 
to depart from a people. It is the - 
churching of them, ſending them back into E- 
£ypt again, as our Prophet here cxpreſſeth it, 
V.3.6. 

Ler us now conſider what a fearful Woe 
this is for God thus to leave a people, it is 
of all other the moſt comprehenſice, Emi- 
nently containing in it all other woes, as 
Gods preſence doth all other comforts. 


This the mo} comprehenſive Promiſe in the 
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Covenant of grace, I will Le their God. And this 
the moſt comprehenſive threarming, 1 will de- 
part, 1 will lo.e them zo more. The Apoltle 
calls it wrath to the uttermoſt , 1 Theſ. 2. 16. 
The Propact wazts words to cxpreile it , ani 
velles it over with this 4lark and diſmal witt- 
mation, Thus will I do unio thee , Amos 4. 
12, when thcy ſcorntully ask'd the Prophets 
what burden they had trom the Lord to 
deliver unto them. the Lord gives them this 
25 2 Burdcn of burdens, a Curlſc - of curlcs, 
1 will forſake you, ſaith the Lord , Jcrem. 
37.37% 

I, Ir cuts off our relation unto God, ye 
are not my people, / will ot Le your God, Hol. 
I. 9. It isthe uzfranchizing of a Church, 
Cancelling their Charter, Reverſing and Cx- 
tinguiſhing all their privik dges, making 
them very Gentiles, A people without God or 
Covenant. | 
' 2. It conſequently cuts off ou» Communion 
with God ; He delights not in us, nor we 
in him ; for though this be the greateſt 
judgement in the world, yet there 1s ths 
furcher miſery in it, That wicked men 
chooſe it, and are well pleaſed rv be with- 
| out Gol. They ſay unto God, depart from 
w, Job 21.14, They are contented. that 
the holy an©off 1ſ7ae! (hould ceaſe from. be- 


fore riem, 1ſa.39.11. 
3, It 
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2. It cuts off the Glory and Rezore of 
| a People, which ſtanas nor in their Seas and 
Rivers, inthetr Wealth, or Power, or Plenty, 


— 


bur in having God z79h them, Deur. 4.6. Chriſt 
is the Riches of - the world, Rom. 11. 12. 
Gods favour the hozour. of a people, Iſa. 43. 
4. when he forſakes them , their Glory 1s 
20140, 

4. Ir cuts off the comfort of all our cnjoy- 
mcnts,the pure uſe whereof we have from the 
tavour of God alone, bringeth thorres and br:- 
a/s in curpalaces, maketh our Table a 
,.are, our Riches the fucl of our Juſts, our 
O:atiles the harbingcrs of our curſes, our 
' pleaty nothing bur the matter of our pride 
and our 'pcrdition., Wicked men cat their 
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unclcanneiſe, they ear in darkneſle and ſor- 
row, their riches are their hurt, Ecclel. 
5. 13,17. Vanity and vexation, emprineſle 
and aMiction are the total ſumme of all 
their worldly abundance , of all the ſparks 
| m..ch they have kindled , after which they 
ſhall lie downe in ſorrowe , Ifaiah 50. 
[ Fx. 

| 5. Ir Seales us up, under wrath and 
| Judgement , is the Talear of leade which 
| 1s caſt on the Mouth of the Ephah. 
' Zach. 5. $. It is the laſt Judgement be- 
| 2 fore 
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or Trade,or other outw rd Accompliſhments, | 


mcat as {wine do , mingled with mire and. 
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fore the laſt of all , the very outward 
Court , or portall of Hell, For when the 
preſcnce and ordinances of God arc gone, 
incn are in a Remedileſſe Condition , S:c 
to death without either phyſick or Phy- 


Satay accuſeth, Law curſeth , Death pur- 
and God is departed, 


back is turned , and his preidFee removed , 


"_— 


of men who now deſpiſe it , will cty a- 
loud for mercy ; bur all in vaine, God 
will not hear them , becauſe they refuſed 
to hear him, Prov.1.28. Jcr.11.14. Exck. 
S.I8, | 

It ſhuts out the prajers of Holy mez 
for us, whcn God caſts a pcop!c out of 


them , Jer. 7. 16. nay not an Aſſembly 
of Prophets, ſuch ay were mighty in pray- 
crs,as Moſes and Samnel, cr. 15.1.{uch as have 
; had expcrince of moſt glorious deliverances , 

as 


— 


| 


{itian. O., ſaith Saul, I am ſore diſtreſſed! | 
the Philiſtims warre, and God 1s de- 
parted, 1 Sam. 28, 15, Sw woundeth 


ſucth , Conſcience roarcth , Hell flameth, 

6. It ſhuts out our prayef'* , when Gods | 
then his Eare is fopped ; wikn he ſhutrs | 
out, he ſhutts out our prayer likewilc. | 
They who are LI»-Amm: are Certainly | 


Lo-Ruchamah. If no people , no Mercy | 
There will be a time when the worſt. 


his fight, he will zo: here a Prophet for | 
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' Amos 2,13. 3. Nor without firſt give- 
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as Noah, Daniel and Job, Ezekiel 14, 14. 

8. It opens an Uzlet for all otier 
M,ſeries and troubles , lers looſe the fluces, 
and as in Noahs flood , breaks up the four- 
tarns of the great deep, Many evils and trou- 
bles ſhall betall them, ſaith the Lord , and 
they ſhall fay , are ot theſe evils come upon 
w > becauſe God is not among(t us > Dent. 31, 
17, When "od is with a pcople noze car 
Le azairft th 0 to hurt them. Hc ſwee- 
ters all rhe..**Sorrowes , makes their very 
Enemyes at jr Ve , but when the Glory and 
the wall! A43nre is departcd , there is a 
free approach for all Calamities , a peo- 
ple arc then ripe for deſtruction. 


— 


Now to clear both the Juſtice and Good- 
neſs of God in this tore Judgment , 
we arc to underſtand. 

1. Thar the Lord doth not in this 
manner forſake a Nation or Church 
untill, 1 They forſake him , our mercics 
are from God, our Miſcries from vur ſelves. 
Hof. 13.9. 2 Chron. 15.2, 2, Not untull 
all Remedies have bcen by them rejefed, 


he can no longer beare being preſlcd as a 
cart full of ſheaves s 2 Chron. 36. 16. \ 
Ter. 15, 6. Jos A. 22, Ja. 43+ 34. 
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ing ſolemne warnings both by his Meſſengers, 
and by his more moderate chaſtiſements, as 
we finde, Amos 3. 7. 4. 7---12, eAmoes 
7. I---7, 

2. That when he doth forſake a people; 
He doth it, 1.4»willizgly, Ir is his ſtrange 
work, he can ſcarce bring his minde to re- 
ſolve upon it. How ſhall 1 give thee up E- 
phraim > How ſhall I deliver thee Iſrael 2 &c. 
Ho. 11. 8. He ſpcaks againſt them,and then 
remembers them againe, Ferem, 31. 18. 
2. Lingringly aud gradually, and as it were 
cum animo revertendi , If his people would 
hold faſt and not let him go; ſo he 
did in the deportation of the ten Tribes , 
firſt in the daycs of Pekah , he carricd the 
Land of Napthal: away into Aſſyria, 2 Reg. 


15-29. And after inthe dayes of Hoſea up- 


on violation of the conditions of ſervice and 
tribute to the Aſſjriars, he carricd the reſt 
away , and removed them our of his ſight, 
2 Reg.17, 6,18. 3. Not till he have mark- 
-d his own ſelc& pcople in the forehead and 
have provided a Zoar, a Pella, ſome hiding 
place and chambers of retuge tor them, 
Ezek. 9.4. Iſ4.26.20, 2 (hroy, 30. 11, 
or at leaſt firted them for the external preſ- 
ſure of ſuch a judgement,and comfortedthem 
with the promiſes belonging unto the remnant 


according to the Ele&ion of grace; of 
E which 
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which we finde many in this our Prophcr. 
For either the meek of the earth ſhall le hid in 
the day of the Lords anger, Zeph. 2. 3. or 
though involved in the ourward judgement , 
yct it ſhall go well with them , Iatah 
2. 10 | 

Now from all this we learne. 1. To 
Bleſſe God for the glorious bencht of hrs 
Preſeiice yet among(t us now for above an 
hundred yeares ; for the poſſcfſion of his 
Oraclcs, the Miniſtry of his Word, the 
Scales of his Covenanr, the Libercy of his 
Orciinances , the Myltcries of the Goſpel, 
and uuſcarciable Riches of Chriſt ter torch 
betore us continually z which rings the 
Angels look into, which Kings, and Pr.phets, 
and righteous men have detired to [ee , and 
have not ſeen them. This is ſo great a 
mercy, that the Scripture cails it by the 
name of ſalvation it ſelf, Joh.q.22. 44.28.28, 
Helb.2.2. 

2, To walk worthy of this glortous mer- 


Cy to adore the dofirine of the Goſpel, by 


lives an(werable unto it, as thoſe that have 
avouched the Lord for their God, and 
Chriſt for their King , Phel. 1. 27. Tit.2.10, 
14. Ir was a pious and devout Med:ration 
of Picus Mrrandula , who profciſed himlelf 
amaz'd art the (tudies, or rather frenzics of 
mc1r, both ro be wondered at and lamentcd, 


for 


ee 


| 


= 
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for it it be a great madyeſſe for men ot to 
Lelieve the Goſpel, the trurh whereof hath 
becn confirmed by the witneſſe of Apoſtles, 
the blood of Martyrs , the power of Mira- 
cles, rhe atteſtation of Elements, the con- 
tcflion of Devils; Ir is then certainly a 
greater madneſſe , St de Evangelit veritate non 
aubitas,uiuere tamen quaſi de ejus falſitate non 
dubitayes : go proteſle to believe the torments 
of hell, and the Jozes of Heaven, and yet ſo 
to live, as if we feared nothing lefle then 
Hell, or defired nothing leſſe then Heaven. 
Certainly our plagues will be anfwerable to 
our Talents if we have not improved them, 
Luk 12.47. 


3. To tremble at the judgement here , 


threatned of Gods departing fromus, and 
giving us a Bll of Ditorce, and caſting us 
out of his family , and remourng our Candle- 


ſtick , as a very preface tro Goe ye curſed. 


If we have ever duly thought of the hor- 
rours of Caize, the howlings of Eſau, the 
diſtreſſe of Sayl, the deſpaire of Judas , 
we may paſle ſome judgement what it is 
to forfcit God, and to have him nolonger 
for our God, What great reaſon we 
have to feare rhis judgement, and lay 


' this matter cloſe to our hearts, may ap- 


pear if we conſider, 


E 2 1. The 
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I. The ſinnes which provoke Gods de- 
parting from a people ; amongſt others ſuch 
as theſe, 1. Divers and ſtrange de- 
frines which corrupt the truth of God, 
Hereſie in the Eaſterne Churches made 
way for CMahumitaniſme. And therefore 
when the Apoſtle makes mention of the 
dayes of eApoſtacy, when God was in great 
mcaſure departed from the Church , we 
finde him ſtill mentioning deluſions, lies, 
dofirines of . Devils, reſi/ting of the Truth , 
2 The, +. 2%. © Tim. 4. 1. 3 Tim. 
J«. 8, 

2. Incorrigiblenefle under former judge- 
ments, for the Lord will zot alwayes ſtrive, 


will overcome when he judgeth, Amos 4. 
12. though he repent once and again, yet he 
will at Jaſttake the plumb 1:ze into his hand , 
Amos 7.I---7. 

3. Contempt and ſcorne of his Meſſer- 
gers and their meſſage, which he hath 
tent , rifing early and ſending them, 2 Chroz. 
36. 16. when the ſervaxts were beaten and 
ſtoned, and the ſozxe ſlaine , then quickly 
after the Kingdome was taken away , Xat. 
21, 33---43. CMat. 24.34, 38. Certain- 
ly ſince the reformation of Religion the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel have never been un- 


der more reproach and contempt (and that 


by 


— _ —— —_— > — —— 


———— —— 


cicher by his Spirir or by his Rod, bur | 
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by a Generation of men that think them- | | 
ſelves perteer then others) then in this 
Age they are ; heretofore they were the 
ſong of drunkards, now of ſuch as own 
themſelves for Saints. 

4. Remiſſencſs and backſliding from our 
firſt love, Rev. 2. 5---7. falling away from 
that high cſtceme which once we had of 
the Ordinances of Chriſt, of the communi- 
on of Saints, and carneft zeale tor the faith 
once delivered to the Saints. 

5. Neglefting the day and ſeaſon of 
grace, and the voice of Chriſt in: the Gol- 
pc], playing the wantons with ſo grcar 
a depoſitum, as the Jews did, not conſider- 
ing 72 this our day the things which Lelono un- 
to our peace, Luke 19. 42,43. when men _— 
will not receriuve Iz#rudion, God rhreatneth 

to depart, Fer. 6. 8. | 
| 2. It we conſider the Symptames of 
* Gods, threatning to depart from us , beſides 
the forementioned fins. As, | 
| 1, Loſzing the joynts of Government , and 
j making contiwual changes in a State, Ir 4s | 
'a ſigne of ſicireſſe in the body, when it | 
knows not how to reſt, bur is in perpetual | 
| avita"ton , from Chamter to Chamber , trom | 
Couch w Couch, trom Bed to Bed ; ind (o ir 
is in a State when a Parliament doth nor 
pleaſe, we try a picce ot it, then down with 
| that 
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| and Ephraim Manaſſe, and both againit Fudab, 


| 
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p&ods anzcr would not turne away ſrom 
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that once and againe, and try new expcri- | 
ments, a certaine figne of a fick Nation. | 
It was in the te Tribes a forcrunner of | 
this judgement threarned by our Prophet , 
when they fo otten puiled down one another, | 
and ir may juftly make E-gland tremble when | 

' 

| 


they compare thcir conclation, and that of | 
che ten Tribes before their deportation to- | 
gcther. | 

2, Divided interels, and inteſtine difſen- 
tions amongtt the people, Maxaſſe Ephraim , 


this the Prophet, makes an evidence that 


| Iſrael, Ifa. 9.21. Theſe kinde of dolctul | 
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intcſtine commotions were ſad forerunners | 
of the faral deſtruction of Feruſalem, of which 
we read in Joſephus, 

3. Contulions and druiſiozs i the Church ; | 
brethren biting and devouring one another , 
and thercby opening a wide doore for the 
common cncmy to enter in at; for un 
ſtrenatheas the intereſts of thoſe united, and 
ariſious Letray them. Fer:ſalem is a City 
compadted; the Coat of Chriſt a ſearmleſſe Coat, 
and therefore the Apoſtle bids us, mark thoſe 
that cauſe diviſions and offences,and avoid them, 
as men that drive an intereſt , and do 
not ſerve Jeſus Chriſt , Romans 16. | 
x7, 16; | 


EEC 


4. Mul- | 
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4. Multitudes of ſeducing ſpirits, and E- 
miſſarics of Satan who go up and down 
without controle, ſowing tares, and Jaying 
levens , ſhaking the mindes of credulous 
and ſimple people, who arc apt to bc rufn- 
ed about with every winde of doctrine, ahd 
{lyly infinuating under diſguiſes and other 
thapes, ſuch doctrines as in their own proper 
coluurs wouid be rejected. 


for picty and prudence , by whoſe great 
pcrſpicacy and grave wiſedome, dangers 
mighr be diſcovered , * breaches healed , 
difficulties removed ,  expedients offered , 
paths reſtored to walk in. A fad pro- 
vidence when the Lori mikerh the rongues 
of ſuch min to ckave to the rovut of their 
mouth , an layes tnem in- his diſplea- 
ſure, (nw ro them bur ro rhe nation) 


ments paſt or preſence ,' [the fleep of flumter 


as upon Fonah in the Tempeſt, few a- 
w.akening themſelves to | cry:. unto God 
or;to: poure our ' their Confeffions, Com- 


Grace. | - 
The Lord open our. Eyes , and per- 


5. The wſeleſceſs of many men eminent | 


alide as Rejeded ſtones unfic, for the build- | 
. Ing. | 


Laſtly ,the General Sexſeleſcie(s of Judg- | 
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and fecriry which is upon moſt of us, 
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plaines , or Supplications ar . the throne of | 
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ne eee eg Aerts <a er DI — — — 
. 


The Miſery of a 


{wade us in this our day to lay to 
heart the rhings which belong unto 
our peace , to prepare to meet our 
God , to hold him faſt with ſtrong 
cryes , and - love of his Truth, and 
not to lect him go till he preſerve three 
ſinful Nations and ſnatch them as Brands 
out of the burning , or at leaſt that we 
_ ſclves may be hid in the day of the Lords 
nger. 

q ſhall Conclude with a few words of 
Exbortatzon , both unto the people 1n general, 
and unto you who are Magiſtrates of 
this great Ciry in particular, unto 
ſuch things as ſceme neceſlary Remedies 
of our great danger , and Means to 
keep our glory in the midſt of us ſtill. Firſt, to 
the people. | 

1. Repent, and do your firſt works , 
clle Iniquity will be your ruine, Even 
after a till of divorce God allows Nana: 
dulterous Church to returne unto him. 
Fey. 3. 3, 3%, Hol. 2. 2, 19. iv a day 
; of darkeneſs and gloomineſs, of horſes and 

horſemen of fire and Earthquake , of 

Armies and Terrors , the Lord calls on 

his people to Turze to him, with intima- 

tion of a gracious Anſwer , | Foel. 2. 12, 

I3, 14, 18, 19. *With a peradventure 
of mercy , Zeph. 2. 3. This means God | 
| pre- 
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preſcribeth unto Epheſus ro preſerve their 
Candleſtick amongſt them , Rev. 2. 5. 
It this be neglected , . zo people nearer 
unto Cwrſing then thole who have enjoy- 
ed the light and preſence of God ripen- 
inz only thorns and briars, Het-6,8, Amos 
+. $; | | 

2. Wreſtle mightily with God, be not 
refuſed nor rejeged , let the Lord 
know you are Reſolved to hold faſt, and 
not to let him go without a bleſling , 
Gen. 32. 26, Lord rather no Canaan, no 
milk, no honie , no houſes, no vineyards, no 
heards, no flocks, no Angel, then No God , 
Exod, 33. 14, 15, 16, Lord, whither ſhall we 
go to mend our ſ 
words of cternal life> Joh. 6. 67, 68. Will 
changes in Government mend us ? will a 
Democracy, or Ariſtocracy , or any. other 
form of Politie mend us, if God be going 
away fromus > Ask the Prophet, Now, 
ſaich he they ſhall ſay , we have no King , le- 
cauſe we feared not the Lord, what then ſhould a 
King do to us ?> Hoſ, 10. 3. if we feare not 
the Lord, if we ſweare falſely ina Covenant, 


if we le ay empty Vine , and if our heart be | 


divided , and we are found . faulty; the 
bet Governments can. do us but little 
3. Reſolve every man with Foſhua, As for 
me 


elves: thou only haſt the 


| 


i. 
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me 4nd my Houſe we will ſerte the Lord , Joſhua 
24.15. Lei tread inthe ſteps of my father 
Abraham, 1 will command my children and my 
houſhold to keep the way of the Lord, Gen.18. 19. 
as David did Solomon, Prov.4.3, 4. It they be 
my childrenand my fervants , if they expect 
from me the love of a Father, or the care of 
a Maſter, My God ſhall be their God , I will 
ſhew the love of a Father and Governour 
unto them, in not ſuffering their ſouls by a- 
ny neglect of mine to Le po:ſoned or endanger- 
ed by any perverſe or Heretical doctrine. 
The way to keep God in a Nation is for cve- 
ry man to keep God in his own beart, and in 
his owz family firſt. 
4+ Prize highly the preſence of Chriſt in 
his Ordinances, the communion of $S:ints, the 
aſſcmbling of your ſelves together, Heb, 10. 
24. Conteud earnefily for the faith , Fudev.3, 
Buy the trath,fſell it ot, Prov, 23.23. Let no 
tutereſt, no party , no policie , make you 
willing to part with any truch of God for 
promoting any defigne of man. If any man 
ſpeak dif2raccfully of the Scriptures 3 if any 
man tempt you to for{ake the Ordinances, or 
to begert any lowor baſe efteeme of them in 
you, {ay unto him-:as Chriſt to S2tan, get 
| thee Lehinde me. ' Chrift will not forſake thoſe to 
, Whom he is precrow. The more value we 
fer upon him, the more careful we will be 
| to 
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to keep him, the more willing he will be to 
contimie with us. 

5. Pull off che t:z27d, and look through 
the diſguizes which are put upon falſe do- 
frines, to render thei the more plauſible. 
Hereticks will bring in their opinions prevely , 
and by faire words and good ſpeeches will de- 
ccive the hearts of the ſimple ; they have 
Myſtery on their forehead , Rom.16.17. Eph. 
4. 14, Col:2.3,18, 2 Theſ.2.3. 2Per.2.1. 


Rev.17.5. When Agrippiza poiſoned Clau- 
dim, ſhe mingled the poiſon with the meat 


that he loved, as men gild over bitter pls, 


and as Lucretim ſpeaks, tip the Cup wherein 
there is a bitter potion with hony, Saran 
knows how to transform himſelf into an Angel 
of light, and under pretentions of higher per- 
fetion, like painted Sepulchres, to veile 0- 
ver, and palliate rotten and unſound opi- 


6. Judge of E:ds by the Meanes which arc 
uſed to compaſs and promote them ; there 
never wants good meanes to advance good 
Ends. We ſhall xever zeed to do evil, thar 
good may come of ir , Rom. 3. 8; the wife 
in the Law was not todo an undecent thing 
in defence of her own husband, Deut.25.11, 
12. If you ſee men revile Miniſters , decr 
Ordinances, broach Hereſtes. foment Divi- 
ſions, diſreſpeR and lay _ Wile, Religi- 

2 


ous, 
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| autor, Oc. 
; Beraard in Cant. 


Recens waſtatis | 
uinee vulpem in- 
dicat affſſe, ſed 
neſcio qua arte 

fingends ita ſus 
contundit weſti- 
gia callidiſſumum 

animal, wt qua | 
vel intret wel 

exeat , haud fa- 
C:le queat ab ho- 
mins apprebendi, 
Cumque pateat 
opus, non apparet | 


Serm, 65, 


| 


| Jer. 9. 3. 


Numb. 25.11, 
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60, 16, 
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ous, Sober, Serious,Grave Orthodox Patriots, 
Latet anguis in herba, certainly the ends ma 
juſtly be ſuſpeRed, that. make uſe of ſuch ex- 
pedients, as theſe. to promote them, 


2. To youthat are Magiſtrates in this great 
City, 

: Study.your CharaFer, your Author:ty,and 
your Duty, carry your ſelves like Gods Mrni- 
{ters, ro be a terror to evil doers ; be men of 
courage, loving truth, &c. Exod, 18, 21, 
2 Sam. 23. 3,4. Rom. 13.4. Beg wiſdome 
of God as Solomon did, that he may ſhew you 
the 11;ht way, that you may have him, his 
houſe and glory nearcſt to your heart. If 
you intend Gods houſe, he will preſerue and 
build yours , 2 Sam.7.11, It you appeare for 
him, he will engage for you. It you ask 
wildome to ſcrve him in your places, he will 

ve honour and other-good things without 
your {ccking. 

2. Be zealous and valiant for the glory , 
came, worſhip , intercſts, Truth of God ; as 
Phineas .was. His zeal for God put 1 ſtop to. 
the wrath which was gone out againſt 1ſrael. 
A Moſes, a P'1neas may ſtand in the Lreach 
and turne away wrath, when God ſcemeth 
a departinz, Num/.14.12.17,20, Pſal.a06. 
23,30, put torth your ſelves, be willing 


| to thew your felves zusſizg Fathers to Gods 


Church; Nurſes will doall they can to keep 
poiſon 
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poiſon from their children z do you in your 
places labour to preſerve the Church of 
Chriſt inthis City trom the leaven of dange- 
rous and pernicious, doctrines. When you 
are clearly ſatisfied and convinced , That 
this is your duty to own God and his Truth, 
to promote, protect, incourage , countenance 
Orthodox Religion , to withſtand and coun- 
terwork the projetsof ſeducers , reſolve as 
Nehemiah did, that zo fear ſhall weaken your 
hazds , Nehem. 6.9,11,13. Shew your ſclves 
Gods Vice-gerents,, in publickly. owning his 
truth and Ordinances to all the world ; This 
is our God whom we reſolve to ferve , this 
is his worſhip and Religion which we own, 
this the truth we will live an4 die in, theſe 
| the dangerous doctrines we reſolve in our 
; places and ſtations to withſtand , and by all 
; righteous means in Gods way to prevent the 
| growth and progreſle of them. 

| Whuar an honour would it 'be for ſuch a 
| famous City as this to be a Preſident to all 


| theſe Nations, in Jetting the world fee and 
' know their zcal for God, and love to his Truth 


in thefe backſliding dayes, when mazy Reli- | 


! gions do threaten the extirpation of A/ : 
How highly they value, how ſtedfaſtly they 
| cleave to the unity and purity of that Religion 
under which they an4 their Fathers flouriih- 
cd in plcty, in peace, in plenty, in tranquility, 


| 


It! 


Ifa.25.9. 
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in proſperity , in honour for above fourſcore 
ycars together, maugre all the power and 
policy , of adverſarics, till of laze years we 
our favs by our ſinnes have looſcned rhe 
joynts of Relrgzonand Government , and done 
that with our own hands , which our cne- 
mies by all their machinations did in vaine 
attempt, Oh that now, - when the Lord 
ſaith, ſeck my face, we would all ſay, Thy 
face Lord we will ſeek ; when the Lord faith, 
Turne ye back-ſliding children, and 1 will 


heale your back-ſliding , we would all with one 
heart, with one ſoule , with one ſhoulder | 
anſwer, Behold we come unto thee for thou | 
art the Lord our God. If prayers , if teares, 
if ſtrong cries, if reformed lives, if zealow 
purpoſes, if united Counſels, will get a re- 
prieve, and keep our God amonegtt us, we | 
will ſtand in the gap, we will hold him | 
faſt, we will give him no reſt till once a- | 
gain he make cheſe Nations a praiſc in tif 
carth , and rchis City a Fehouah Shammah , 
the Lord is there, | 


} 


3. Believe not thoſe Donatiſtical and Pon- | 
tifician ſpirits, who go about to perſwade | 
you , That Magiſtrates have nothing to do | 
with Religion, Nothing to do with Reli- | 
gion? What then made Dauid think of 
building God an houſe, 2 Sam. 7.2. and 
to ſer in order the courſes of the Le- 
vites f | 


— 
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vites? 1 Chron. 23, 6. and Pricſts , Chap. ' 
24. How came . Solomon the Wiſe ro 
build a Temple for Gods worſhip which 


he had nothing to do with? 2 Chroy. 6. 
How came Aſa fo bold to command Fudah 
to ſeek the Lord God, and that in order to 
the quietneſſe of his Kingdome, and vi- 
tory over encinies? 2 Chron. 14. 3, 4,5, 
6,11. How came Fehoſbophat fo much to 
miſtake, as to take away hich places and 
| groves, to provide that tne people might 
be raught? 2 (hrox. 17.6 9. and to 
command the Priefts and Levites to do 
| their dutics > 2 Chron. 19. 8, 9, How 
came Hezrhiah to be ſo zealous to puree 
the Temple, to command the Prieſts and 
Levites> 2 Chrop. 29. 4----I1I, 27, 30. to 
Proclaime 2 Paſſeover , 
to appoint the courſes of the Prieſts and 


people to give them their poytzoys, and 
not as We endeavour. in this Age to take 
them : awayz/that they might be encouraged 
in -the Law of the Lard, vey. 4. How 
came young Foſiah ro take ſo much paines 
in reforming Religiotr > 2 Chron. 34.1---7. 


to.cauſe'all the people to ffand ro a Cove- 
| napt,; V. 32s i to command '' and encourage 
the- Prieſts ini the work' of the Paſleover , 
2 Chron.. 35. 2. How came Nehemiah to 


Seal 


2:Chron. 30. 1---6. 


| Levites, Chap. 31. 1, 2. tO command the 
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| Seal a Covenant 2 


The Milery of a 


Nehem. 10. 1. to 8. 
Enter into an Oath to keep the Sabvarh, and 
maintaine Religion? V. 29, to take care of 
the. portions of the Leuites> Chap.13. 10. to 
threaten the wzolaters of the Sabbath? ver.21. 
to command the Levites to cleanſe themſel: es? 
Ler. 22, to contend, and curſe, and ſmite thole 


| that had marricd ſtrange wives ? ver. 23. 
| 30,31. to ſay nothing of the Laws' and 


Ears of Chriſtian Emperours to reſtrain Here- 
ties and Idolatrie, of which we read in Saint* 
Anultin. Was it zeale aud duty in theſe men to 
take care of Religion, and to purge corruption 
out of the Church, and 7s it not ſo vow? 
was it a favlt in the Church of Thyatira to 
ſuffer Fezalel ro reach and ſeduce unto I- 
dolatry, Rev.2.20, And is ittholineſſe now 


ro [cave all mcnfree to write , proclaims, | 


publiſh without controle , do@rines wholly 
contrary to the intereſts of Chriſt, and the 
truths of Religion « Ir were no hard mat- 
ter to ſhewyou the riſe, andro-dive'to the 
bottome of this dangerous opinion. I ſhall: 
one'y give you a Marginal Note '1m Barontw', 
nulls facultas Imperatoribus de rebu Eccleſie de- 
cernend;, (juſtthe language of Donatw) That 
Emperours have nd power to' determine-any 
thing in Church-marters';/ and elewheve,, | 
that nothing is'valid which a King ordererh ' 
in Churches, without the Biſhop of Rome. 


4» Re-; 


| deſer ted P eople. 


4. Reverence the Oat':es az: Vewes of God 
which arc upon you » they are not as Ly- 
ſaraer pretancly faid, to be plaid with as 
boycs do with skittle-pins. It is the Charge 
Fer of good men to fear an Oath , Eccleſ, 9. 2. 
and a moſt ſevere puniſhment was biought 


— 


and Covenant , Ezeh. 17. 13---I19, How 
obſervant was .Foſhua of his Oath , though 
frandulently procured by the Geonttes 2 
Joſhua 9. 19. Ir is nor ſafe to diſtinguiſh 
our ſclves out of the obligation of ſolemn 
Oathes, or after Yowes to make inqui- 
ry, Prov. 20.25. a good man though he 


Pſalme 15, 4. How much more when he 
{weares to endeavour rhe preſervation of 
pure Religion, and other the great Intereſts 


and Priviledges of a Nation. 


Laſtly , conſider in this our day what are 
the things which belong to our peace, 
Luke 19. 43, It is a great wiſdome in 
cvill dayes to redeeme Trme, Ephel. 5. 
I5, 16. It is noted of the mer of 1ſa- 
char that they had wunderſlending of the 
' Times to know what Iſrael ought to do, 
, 1 Chron. 2. 32. As Aordicat: ſaid to 
| Efftey, who Kknoweth whether thou art 


| come to the Kingdome for. ſuch a time 
| G as 


| _ 


—— A ER £70 


—— 


| 


upon Zedekiah for violation of an Oath | 


ſweare tro his owne 'hurt changeth not, | #""%#ppi Mace- 
| donum Regss. 


| Paxſan, 1. 8. 
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Pit arch, Þ por. | 
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Homer, Tliad.q. 
Vid. Exemplum 


Þ-465, 


———— 


H 


dome, or counfel, or help he may put 
in to keep God with us, and to prevent 
this diſmal) Woe of Gods removing our 
Candleſtick and departing from us. Mult 
I write > muſt I ſpeak? muſt 1 counſel 2 
muſt I pray? muſt I do Fudgement and 
Fuitice 2 Lord we ſeek of thee a right way, | 
be thou intrcated of us, Ezra 8.21,23. 

In evil and dangerous dayes, as all men, 

ſo eſpecially Moſes and Phimeas, Magiltrates 

and Minitters are by their fidelity and 

zcal to ſtand in the gap, and Þ obviate 
thoſe judgement which are 1mpendent. o- 

VCr Us. 


I conclude with the Prophet Zachary, 
Zach.2.5. The Lord is a wall of fire 
round about, , where he is the Glory in 
the midſt of a people. He will excamp 
about his Houſe, Zach. 9. 8. upon: all his 
glory there ſhall be a defexce, Ia, 4. 5. 
| in token whereof the (herulsms were on the 
walls of the Temple , to note their pro- 
' teftion about Gods people, 2 Chroz. 3. 7, 

Pſal. 24.7. Buc if we do not OO to 
t old 


—————————_—_—_— 


deſerted People. | 


hold God faſt, if the glory of his Truth 5 
Worthip, and preſence be once gone from 
us, if we once come to know the differ- 


Kingdoms of the Countreys , we thall with 
horrour ſubſcribe to the truth and dread- 
fulneſſe of this diſmal! threatning , » alſo 
to them when 1 depart from them, 


STSSODTELBOORS 


FINIS. 


EE Om men 


ence between the ſervice of God, and the | 


ens rn COS Or roo wo CEE Sib eh, 


' 
| 


| 
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2: Chron.12.8. 


